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PUBLIC  HE.U.TH  STilFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health; 


S.  C.  J,  Palkman,  L.R.C.P, (Ed, ) ,  L.R.C.S. (Ed. ) ,  L.R.P.P.  &  S.  (Clas.), 
L.M.Rotunda  (Dublin),  D.R.C.O.G,  (London),  D,P,H,  (Durham), 

(Died  4th  August,  1958). 

F,  B,  Mackenzie,  D,S,0, ,  M,C, ,  M.A, ,  M,B, ,;Ch.B, ,  D,P,H,  (Acting), 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

David  J,  Y/,  Robertson,  Cert,  S.I,B,  ,  M,A,P,PI.I, ,  M, Inst,P,C,  , 

Cert,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 


Addd-tional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

R,  B,  M,  imderson,  A,R.S,H,  ,  A,I,P,H.E,  ,  M,R.I,P.H,H, ,  M.i*,P.H,I,, 

,  Cert,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 


J,  Kirk,  Cert,  S,I,B. ,  M,A,P.H.I,,  Cert,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 

(Resigned  13th  June,  1958), 


Clerical  Staff: 
Mrs,  F,  Detheridge, 

Miss  S,A,  Oakley, 


Official  Address  and  Telephone  Number  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

"The  Limes,"  Dudley  Road,  Sedgley,  Staffs.  Sedgley  3101 

Private  Telephone  No,  Womboume  2392 


STATISTICixL  SUlMJg  1958. 

Area  :  3,830  y  acres 

Population  .  25., 330  ;  .  ,  .  ,  .  .  .  . 

NumPer  of  Inhabited  houses  :  7,^00 

Sun  represented  by  a  Penny  PLate  :  £85 5  •  ■ 

Rateable  Value  .  ;  ..  £219,006, 

Gteneral  Rate  :  18/- 

Birth  Rate  :  13.89  (Crude) 

13.47  (standardised) 

•  16.5  (England  a.nd  Yi/'ales) 

Death  Rs-be  ■  r  -  ■  . 18. 08  -  (Crude) 

10.48  (standardised) 

11,7  (England  and  Rales) 


Infantile  Death  Rate-,  per  1,000  Births-  -  34.09 
,  .  England  and  Rales  22,5 

Deaths  from  Respirabory  Tuberculosis  :  3 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases:  Nil 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rabe  :  , II8 

from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  Nil 


Average  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  ten 
previous  years  :  ,  273 

Average  Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  for  ten 

,029 


previous  years 
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REPORT  OF  TEIE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  G-entlercen, 

As  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1958?  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
22/58,  incorporating  the  Report  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Before  making  my  observations  relevant  to  what  follows  in  the  body  of 
the  Report  on  the  year’s  activities,  I  am  sure  you  would  -^wLsh  me  on  your  behalf 
to  express  appreciation  of  the  services  of  your  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr.  S.C,  J,  Palkman,  from  whom  I  took  over  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  in  August, 

He  was  a  most  vigilant  and  painstaking  Medical  Officer,  Prom  his 
Annual  Reports  during  his  five  years  of  office  he  v/as  most  v/atchful  in  all 
natters  affecting  the  health  of  the  district,  and  his  enthusiasm  for  observance 
of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  was  unbounded. 

The  health  of  your  Urban  District  v/ould  appear  to  have  been  satisfac¬ 
tory  throughout  the  year  under  reviev/.  There  has  been  no  invalidity  attributable 
to  causes  or  factors  reladed  to  conditions  vliich  could  be  considered  as  coning 
Y/ithin  the  province  of  public  health  preventive  measures,  nor  has  there  been  any 
heavy  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  v/ill  be  found  information  relating  to 

(a)  General  Provision  of  Health  Services, 

(b)  Vital  Statistics, 

(c)  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  diseases. 

(d)  Goneral  Public  Health, 

(e^  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

(f)  Housing. 

(g)  Work  Y/hich  falls  Y/ithin  the  sphere  of  your  Public 

Health  Inspector  in  relation  to  safeguarding  the 
health  of  the  community. 

Legislation  as  affecting  the  public  health  tends  to  become  so  much  more 
embracing  and  accumulative  that  a  most  intimate  knov/ledge  of  the  enactments  and 
procedure  is  required  by  your  Public  Health  officers. 

The  following  major  regulations  affecting  the  work  of  the  Department 
Y/ere  introduced  during  the  year  under  revicY/ 

The  Slaughter-houses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958. 

These  regulations  deal  -with  the  hygienic  construction, 
layout  and  equipment  of  slaughter-houses  and  the 
practices  to  be  observed  therein. 

The  Slaughter  of  /niimals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1958. 

These  Regulations  re-enact  the  Slaughter  of  imimals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  195^1-,  Y'-d.th  certain 
amendments  and  additional  roquirements. 

These  two  Regulations  Y/ill  not  be  fully  operative  for  some  considerable 
period  but  they  are  a  decisive  step  in  the  future  control  of  slaughtering  and 
slaught  erhous  e  s . 

Clean  Air  Act.  Parts  of  this  Act  come  into  operation  specifying  the 
jTiajcimum  period  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 
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other  minor  legislation  was  made  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  hy 
Pests  Act,  1949,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 

Considerahle  attention  has  been  given  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector 
throu£liout  the  year  to  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  conditions  prevailing  in  tlie 
district.  It  cannot  be  too  fully  realised  that  Food  Hygiene  forms  a  most 
important  part  of  the  system  to  safe-guard  the  public  health.  Unhygienic 
housing  conditions  are  bad  enough,  but  the  consequences  are  of  the  nature  of 
delayed  action  when  compared  Yd.th  the  immediate  action  of  contaminated  food. 

Your  Council  is  to  be  commended  on  their  contemplated  intention  to 
introduce  by  stages  Smoke  Control  areas  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  task  of  establishing  a  smoke  control  area,  in  an  area  in  Y/hich  coal 
burning  houses  noY/  exist,  y/ill  bo  a.  considerable  one  and  v/ill  involve  individual 
inspection  of  each  house  to  ascertain  that  the  fireplaces  used  are  capable  of 
burning  smoke-less  fuel  and  if  not,  then  advising  the  tenant  of  the  adaptations 
or  repla.cemont  s  which  v/ill  have  to  be  ca.rried  out  and  as  to  what  contributory 
grants  towards  the  cost  con  be  made. 

I  thanlc  the  Housing  and  Tenancies  Comieittees  for  the  sympathetic  con¬ 
sideration  they  have  given  to  cases  referred,  to  then  for  re-housing  on  medical 
grounds.  At  the  same  time  I  am  constrained  to  make  some  obsorva.tions  on  the 
housing  situation. 

By  far,  the  largest  number  of  intervicY/s  sought  with  me  one  to' solicit 
my  help  in  obtaining  a  Council  house.  In  the  majority  of  cases  theii"  application 
is  based  on  medical  grounds  or  ill-health  attributable  to  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions  and  one  cannot  but  sympathise  i/ith  them  in  their  anxiety. 

They  see  neiv  Council  houses  going  up  in  the  district  and  they  cannot 
have  one  and  to  them  the  explanation  given  is  a  disaxapointing  one  when  you  tell 
them  that  such  houses  are  to  house  families  v/hose  houses  are  under  Demolition 
Orders  or  are  in  Clearamce  Areas  or  are  for  overspill  purposes,  and  that  the 
only  hope  for  them  at  the  moment  is  the  possibility  of  re-lets  turning  up;  and 
there  again  they  are  up  against  a  long  Y/aiting  list  Y/hich  might  put  their  ajaplica- 
tion  back  a  considerable  leng'bh  of  time. 

With  a  viev/  to  helping  in  this  -unha-ppy  situation  I  Y/ould  suggest  tha-t 
in  allocating  tenancies,  applications'  should  not  be  subjected  to  rigid  time  and. 
length  of  application  qualification.  Consideration  of  the  urgency  of  the 
application  is  ali'/ays  the  proced'ure  to  be  recommended. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  on  acco'unt  of  the  subsidy  position  Y/hich  only 
operates  in  respect  of  houses  to  rex^lace  houses  -under  Demolition  Orders  or  in 
Clearance  Areas  or  for  Overspill  purxijoses  tha.t  a  proportion  of  the  nev;-  Council 
houses  going  up  caimot  be  alloeatted  for  general  housing  x^’^iRPoses,  a  position 
Y/hich  militates  a.gainst  the  recommendation  I  have  made  above. 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  an  increasing?;  tendency  for  many  to  think 
that  the  Local  Authority  should  find  houses  for  them.  There  is  no  such  ' 

oblig^ation. 

I 

Of  course,  Y/ith  a  view/  to  ensuring  better  prospects  for  general  need  j 
applicants  the  Local  Authority  thomselves  migjit  give  consideration  to  the  builcling' 
of  houses  Cuid  charging  economic  rents  to  moot  the  cost;  but  this  Y/ould.  not  be  i 
looked  upon  -'./ith  any  g;roat  fervour  by  those  on  the  present  Y/aiting  list  or  by 
future  applicants  Y/hen  at  the  present  moment  they  see  so  many  xiho  are  occupying  ) 
subsidised  houses  at  compajratively  much  lo\7er  rents. 

In  vieY/  of  prevailing  prosperity  I  feel  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
Y/ould  not  be  inclined  to  look  upon  the  idea  of  granting  subsidy  for  G-unoral  > 

Purpose  houses  v/ith  favour,  v/ith  the  exception  perhaps  of  sma.ll  houses  for  Old  j 

People,  I 

Close  and  efficient  supervision  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  has  been  given  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  in  particular  your 
Chief  Inspector  is  deserving  of  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  assiduous 
attention  he  has  given  to  the  housing  conditions  of  your  urban  district  and  for 


the  arduous  and  time  consuming  v;ork  he  has  put  into  the  task  of  determining 
Clearance  Areas, 

It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction,  and  not  hefore  time,  that  the  proposal 
for  the  erection  of  a  nev/  Infant  Helfare  Centre  at  Lower  Gornal  has  now  heen 
approved.  It  is  ea.mestly  hoped  that  tenders  for  carrying  out  the  work  in  the 
near  future  vvill  he  invited, 

I  convey  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  and  support  they  have  given  me  throughout  the  year. 

To  your  Clerk,  your  Surveyor,  and  all  other  colleagues,  administra-tive 
or  clerical,  I  \7ould  also  c:xpress  appreciation  of  their  co-operation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  he. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


P.  B,  MACICENZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


November,  1959. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  APJIA.. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  Joint  appoint¬ 
ment  hy  the  Sedgley  Urhan  District  Council,  the  Tettenliall  Urhan  District  Council, 
and  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  on  a  time  distrihution  “basis  of 
2/11 ths  and  4/llths  respectively. 

As  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Urhan  District  his  duties  are  those 
laid  down  under  the  various  Public  Health  Acts  and  Regulations,  in  short  to  infor^n 
himself  of  all  matters  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  to 
advise  the  Council  in  such  matters  and  to  make  an  Annual  Report  on  the  v/ork  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  health  of  the  district. 

As  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  he  undertakes  such  School  Medrcal 
Inspections,  Minor  Ailment  School  Clinics,  Inmiunisation  Sessions  and  Maternity 
and  Child  'l^felfare  Clinics  in  the  Urban  District  as  may  be  directed  by  the  County 
Authority* 


The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  a  full  time  appointment  by  the  district 
authority.  He  is  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector,  Under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  he  performs  all  the  duties  imposed  on 
a  Public  health  inspector  by  statute  and  by  any  orders,  regulations  or  directions 
from  tine  to  time  made  or  given  by  the  Minister,  and  by  any  byelaws  or  instructions 
of  the  local  authority  applicable  to  his  office.  He  is  assisted  in  his  duties 
by  two  additional  Health  Inspectors, 

Public  Health  and  Sanits-ry  ns-tters  are  brought  forward  in  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  while  Housing  and  Rehousing  matters  are  dealt  v/ith  in  the 
Housing  Committee  and  the  Housing  (Tenancies)  CoiTimittee,  These  three  Committees 
meet  once  monthly. 

There  arc  three  Health  Visitors  for  the  District,  three  District 
Nurses  and  three  HidY\rives,  all  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council, 

In  accordance  vd-th  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
following  services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  namely  the  County 
Council,  the  organisation  and  administration  being  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Medical  Cfficer  of  Health, 

Health  Centres, 

Cau’e  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 

Midvdfery, 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 

Ambulance  Services. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  after  cau'e. 

Domestic  Helx). 

Mental  Health  Services, 

Y/lPh  the  exception  of  Rfovision  oi  Health  Centres,  all  the  required 
services  are  being  provided  within  the  area. 

There  ¥0.11  probably  bo  some  delegation  of  Part  III  functions  and 
other  pov/ers  to  the  district  a.uthority  in  the  near  future. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  who  have  also  established  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Clinico, 
The  various  age  groups  are  examined  periodically  and  from  the  School  Inspec¬ 
tions  referred  to  those  Clinics  or  to  the  GencraJ.  Practitioner  if  so  required. 

In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  if  deemed  necessary  special  stops 
are  taken  in  conjunction  writh  the  School  Authorities  to  exclude  scholars  "v/ho 
have  been  in  contact  \7ith  such  disease.  Protective  measures  and  isolation  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department. 
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The  School^  Dental,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics  provided 
in  the  Urban  District  are  given  in  a  separate  table  together  vrith  sessions  for 
Speech  Therapy  and  Physiotherapyo 


MATEMITT  AND  CHIDP  ?/ELFid^E,  • 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  mEdntains  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  Sedgley,  Upper  Gornal  Lind,  Lov/er  CTomal  areas^  The  Regional 
Hospital  Board  provides  in  addition  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  their  ovm  Hospitals 
and  Depa.rtinents  in  the  Wolverhampton,  Dudley  and  Birmingham  areas  ‘which  are 
easily  accessible  to  the  population  of  the  Urban  District. 


The  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  tiome  VLhich  forms  part  of  the  Burton  Road 
Hospital,  and  Wordsley  Hospitad,,  are  under  the  administration  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  D.iey  provide  accommodation  for  cases  referred  or  booked  from 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  or  by  General  Practitioners,  Canes  wishing  to  remain 
at  home  are  delivered  b,y  the  County  Midyivcs,  who,  if  so  required,  can  call  for 
the  obstetric  assistance  of  a  GeneraJ.  Practitioner, 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  also  provides  for  the  care  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  deformed,  mentally  sub-'n.ori.nl  and  Iiandicapped  children,,  ,  These  cases  are 
selected  from  School  Medical  Inspections  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  referred  by 
General  PractitionorSo  Illegitimate.,  homeless  or  neglected  childrcd  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  Nurseries,  Children's  Hones,  ana  Remand  Homes  of  the  County. 


NATIdlAD  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1%3 


’ince 


the  pas; 


;ing  of  -  this 


IG  0 


the  former  Public  Assistance  Services 


ceased  and  were  taken  over  oy  the  Na'tiona.l  Assistance  Board  "under  the  Ministry 
of  National  Insurance,  The  functions  of  the  Relieving  Officers  have  therefore 
been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the,  Officei-s  of  the  National  Assistance  Board. 
The  National  Assistance  Boai'd  holds  no  office  in  the  Sedgley  Urban  District. 


As  under  the  National  Hea.lth  Ins'urance  everyone  is  ncii  medica.lly 
insured,  the  medical  supervision  and  treatment  of  necessitous  cases  has  become 
the  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Regional  Hosipital  Board. 
Other  classes  of  necessitous  cases,  such  as  homeless,  abcndoned  or  neglected 
individuals  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Welfare  Authorities.,- 


HOSPIJAiDS. 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Birmingham. Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Depai^tments  serving  the  district  and 
easily  accessible,  are  those  of  Wol.verhampto'n,  Dudley  and  Birmingham, 

« 

HospitD.l  treatment  for  cases  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  and  in 
need  of  such  treatment- is  provided  in  Koxley  HospitaA. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


are  maiutaAned.  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  the 


In  s  t i tut ions 

treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Diberculosis.  The  visiting  of  Tuberculous 
patients  in  relo.tion  to  their  care  a.nd.  after-care  is  "under  the  adminstration  of 
the  Co‘unty  Council,  Chest  Ci'inics  ai'e  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton 
and  several  sanatoria  are  a.vailable. 


L/iBORATORI  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  in  Stafford^ 
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CLINICS  iTO  TRSilllffilTT  CMTRES. 

1.  TEE  QUALRAITT,  SEDGLET. 

MTE-NATAL  CLINIC . 

Friday  morning  fortnigL-tly. 

CHILD  '.7ELPAEE  CLINIC. 

Wednesday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLETEC. 

Wednesday  morning  fortnightly. 

SPEECH  THERAPI. 

Tuesday  all  day  weekly. 

DENTiiL  CLEEC. 

Saturday  morning  v/eekly. 

PHISIOniEPulPI .  •  ;>  ..r. 

Friday  afternoon  Y\reekly. 

,  .  2.  BLEAIHiOUSE.  UPPEt^v  GOPNAL. 

ANTE-HATiEi  CLINIC. 

Friday  morning  .fortnightly, 

CHIED  WELFi'iPE  CLINIC. 

Tuesday  afternoon  -weeklyo 

SCHOOL  CLIIEC. 

Tuesday  raoraing  weekly, 

EYE  CLINIC. 

Periodically, 

E.N.T.  CLINIC. 

Periodically, 

3.  LO^YER  GORNiE. 

CHIED  WELFiiPE  CLINIC. 

■  ‘  Friday  afternoon  weekly. 

SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

Friday  morning  fortnightly. 

The  days  and  times  at  Y/hich  Clinics  are  held  are  li.aLle  to  alteratior 
from  year  to  year. 

AREA.  •PYELFiEE  OFFICER  Mr.  R.C.  .Cox,  6A  Birch  Street,  V/olverhampton, 

CHILD  ^YELFAiRE  OFFICER  Miss  ^-Thite,  153  Tettenhall  Road,  Wolverhampton, 

SOCEE  V/OPEER  ~  Miss  Burd,  Old  Police  Buildings,  Dudley, 


AMBULANCES. 

The  Ambulance  Services  are  operated  by  the  County  Council,  The 
movement  of  all  sitting  and  stretcher  cases  is  controlled  by  Darlaston  Station 
(Telephone  Number  James  Bridge  259l)*  Radio  is  fitted  to  approximately  50^-' 
of  the  vehicles  and  intercommunication  and  contact  is  operated  through  Darlaston^ 
This  should  contribute  to  the  speeding-up  of  the  service. 

The  movement  of  Infectious  Diseases,  Yvith  the  exception  of  Smallpox, 
is  also  dealt  vEth  through  Darlaston. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE . 

The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  yEo  gave  service  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  was  l6,  together  YTith  tYvo  temporary  Helps,  Tlio  number  of 
Neighbourly  Helps  employed  Yvas  3. 
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SEDGLEY  MORTUi’iRY. 

In  the  -beginning  of  the  year  1958  the  Pu-blic  Works  Committee  approved 
the  dravd.ngs  of  the  proposed  ne\7  Mortuary  and  the  necessary  application  to  be 
made  for  Planning  permission.  Subject  thereto,  application  is  to  be  made  to 
the  Ministry  for  approval  of  the  scheme  in  principle. 

The  number  admitted  to  the  existing  Mortuary  during  the  year  was  33« 


VITAT;  STATISTICS . 


TOTAL 

M 

F 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

352 

188 

164 

Legitimate 

3Aif 

183 

l6l 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Crude) 

•  •  •  •  • 

0  0  9 

13.89 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

•  •  •  •  •  •  0 

•  •  •  •  • 

0  0  0 

13.47 

Still-births 

•  •  0  *09  0 

0  •  •  0  0 

0  0  0 

10 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-births 

•  0  0 

0  0  0 

27.62 

Total  Live  and  Still-births  ... 

•  •  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

362 

Infant  Deaths 

••  •  •  •  ♦  •  • 

•  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

12 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

*  0  o  •  0 

0  0  9 

34.09 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

34.88 

Illegitimate  ”  "  ”  '>  n  illegitimate  live  births 

Nil 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

17.04 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births 

2,27fo 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

0  0  0  0 

•  0  « 

1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still- 

-births 

2.762 

• 

TOTAL 

M 

P 

Deaths 

458 

227 

231 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  ... 

•  0  0  0 

0  0* 

18.08 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

•••  •••  •• 

•  0  0  0 

•  •  • 

10.48 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

0  0  0  0 

0  0  • 

42 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

0  0  0  0 

•  0  0 

Nil 

Deaths  from  'V'ihooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

*  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

2 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS . 

No  Wo  districts  are  exactly  alike  as  regards  the  composition  of  their 
respective  populations.  With  this  in  mind  the  Registrar  General  supplies  for 
each  local  area  vdiat  are  knovm  as  ’’Comparahility  Factors"  in  respect  of  Births 
and  deaths  By  Y/hich  corrected  or  standardised  rates  for  the  district  may  Be 
arrived  at. 

In  addition  the  death  rate  comparahility  factor  is  adjusted  specifi¬ 
cally  to  take  account  of  any  residential  institutions  in  the  area. 

The  Birth  comparahility  factor  for  Sedgley  is  given  as  0,97.  The 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  for  the  district  is  therefore  13.47  (13.89  ^  0,97) 
which  is  loY/er  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  16,4 

The  Death  comparahility  factor  is  given  as  0,58,  The  Standardised 
Death  Rate  for  the  district  is  therefore  10,48  (l8,08  x  0,58)  Y/hich  is  lower 
than  the  death  rate  per  thousand  of  population  in  England  and  Wales  11,7 

The  predominating  causes  of  adult  death  continue  to  Be  Heart  Disease ^ 
Introcranial  end  Vascular  Lesions,  Cancor  and  Bronchitis,  .  Cancer  of  Lung 
and  Bronchus  shows  a  decrease  from  17  last  yea.r  to  5?  ^8.  Cancer  adl  forms 

from  65  to  42. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  34.09  per  1,000  live  Births  is  a 
decrease  on  last  year  Y/hen  it  Y/as  46,75.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is 
22,5  Y/hich  rate  is  a.  continued  decline  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  A  decrease 
in  the  district  rate  is  therefore  v/elcomed. 

The  rate  Y/ould  appeaer  to  oscillate  strongly  from  year  to  year.  It 
might  therefore  Be  preferable  in  comparing  and  commenting  on  previous  years  to 
refer  to  the  actual  numher  of  deaths  Y/hich  have  occurred  rather  than  rates. 

For  example  the  infantile  deaths  last  year  wove  18  and  this  year  12,  Com¬ 
parison  Yvith  rates  for  earlier  years  may  ha.vo  little  statistical  significance 
when  Based  on  small  numbers.  Rates  might  therefore  Be  disregarded  in  relation 
to  preceding  years  for  comparative  purposes. 


BIRTH  RATES. 


Year 

SEDGLEY 

1 

■  England  | 

'&  Wales 

Birth  Ra.te 

Number  of 
Births 

Birth  Rate 

1949 

359' 

16.32 

16.7 

1950 

327 

14.  27 

15.8 

1951 

373 

16.09 

15.5 

1952 

329 

14. 11 

15.3 

1953 

312 

13.18 

15.5 

1954 

304 

12.74 

15.2 

1955 

293 

12.34 

15.0 

1956 

345 

14.29 

15.7 

1957 

385 

15.62 

16, 1 

! 

1958 

352 

13.89 

16.4  i 

1 

1  ;  1949  I 

2^1 

mu, 

- 

1  1950  i ' 

1  1 

251 

10. 95 

- 

11.0 

i  1951  j 

1  < 

293 

12.64 

— 

12.5 

1  1952  j  ■ 

260 

11,15 

_ _ 

11.3 

i  1953  i 

»  1 

677 

28, 6 

** 

11.4 

i  1954  1 

1  { 

742 

31.09 

-- 

11.3 

1  1955  i  ■ 

726 

30.58 

11.7 

195S  i 

1  1 

» 

642 

26. 605 

■  10. 90 

11.7' 

I  1957  !. 

592 

1 — 1 

0 

• 

hi 

11.  28 

11.5 

1958  j 

L..- _ _ 

ii-58 

-18,08 

10,48  .  1 

lie  7 

No^:-  In  respect  of  the  years  1953  to  1958  inclusive  the  sharp  increase  in  the 
nurnher  of  (teanhs  and,  in  the  crud.c  heath  rate  is  account  eh  for  "bv  the 
fact  that  heaths  in  Burton  Roah  Hospital  of  resihents  over  6  months  have 
.  to  be  accepteho  Previous  to  1953  such  heaths  in  Burton  Roah  Hospital 
were  not  allocateh  to  Sed.gley,  The  cruhe  heath-  rate  figures  for  1953 
to  1958  mig^it  therefore  be  hisregarheh  .for  comparison  purposes  anh  the 
stanharhiseh  heath  rates  accept eh  for  future  years. 


INRANTILE  MORTALITY  I958 , 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stat eh' at ' various  ages  unher  one  year  of  age 


o 

o 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 


H 


Prematurity 
Broncho  Pneumonia 


Congenital 

Abnormalit ie  s 


A  sphyxi a 
Castro  Enteritis 


Intracranial 

Haemorrhage 
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OPHTHALMLl  NEONATORUM. 


No  case  of  the  hisease  was  notifieh  in  the  Sehgley  Urban  District  hurlng 


the  yean, 


y+ 


INFANTILE  MQRTiJLITY  R/.TES . 


SEDGLEY 

Year 

. 

Births 

■ 

Deaths 

Rate  ]per 
1,000  Births 

1949 

359 

16 

44. 5S 

1950 

327 

■ 

•  '17 

51.98 

1951 

373 

.-■10 

26.81 

1952 

'  329 

r 

.  9 

27.35 

1953  i 

1 

312 

6 

'  19. 23 

j 

1954  : 

301, 

13 

42.76 

1955 

293 

13 

44.37 

1956 

345 

-  .  -10 

28.98 

1957 

385 

18 

46.75 

1958 

:  352 

,12 

34.09 

i 


England 

&  Wales 
Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

32 

29.8 
29.6 
27.  S 

26. 8 

25.5 

24.9 
23.8 
23*0 

22.5 


I 

I 
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CAUSES  OF  DE/.TH  DURING-  THE  YE/Jl  1958, 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ,,, 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

A.  Diphtheria  ...  ... 

5.  bliooping  cough 

b.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

8.  Measles  ....  ... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parastic  diseases 

10.  Ms.lignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignent  neoplasm,  breast  . , , 

13.  Malignaat  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lympha.tic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

16.  Dia.betes  ...  ...  . .  . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

*  -  . 

19.  Hypertension  -vALth  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  , . .  ... 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

23 .  Pneumonia  ...  ... 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia,  of  prostate  . , , 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenita,!  malformations  , . , 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ,,, 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar 
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EREViJiENCE  OF.  iJ-ID  CONTROL  OVER.  IMF'ECTIOUS  .ITO  O'THER  DISK'^ES. 

The  prevalence  of  notifiahle  diseases  during  the  year  shoivs  a  marked 
decrease  on  last  year,  the  number  of  notifications  being  46  as  against  383 
last  yesir. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

14  cases  notified  compared  v/ith  2  during  1957. 

V/hooping  Cough. 

Only  1  case  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  32  for  the 
previous  year. 

Measles. 

12  cases  notified  as  agodnst  336  during  1957. 

Pneumonia. 

14  cases  were  notified  compared  with  I5  for  the  previous  year. 


Dysentery 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  the  same  for  each  year  viz;- 

2  cases. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  was  notifed  during  the  year. 

This  case  occurred  in  a  youth  16  years  of  age,  in  October,  1958?  'v/hen 
he  ■\7as  admitted  to  hospital  where  he  was  for  five  months,  being  discharged  in 
March,  1959,  vd-th  left  leg  in  caliper  v/hich  \7as  removed  in  July,  1959. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  family,  father,  mother  and  son, 
came  from  Singapore  to  this  district,  but  that  was  18  months  previous  to  the 
son’s  attack,  and  it  is  only  in  recent  months  that  an  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis 
has  been  reported  in  Singapore,  The  parents  state  to  their  knov/lcdge  there 
V7a.s  no  epidemic  while  they  were  there. 

CnSES  iTDMTTED  TO  HOSPITAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  adm.itted  to  Hospitals  for  Infectious 
Diseases  V7ere:- 


MOXLEI  HOSPITAL. 


Scarlet  Fever  , , . 

Broncho  Pneumonia 
Pneumonia 
Infantile  Eczema  and  Bronchial 
i.sthraa 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . , . 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

Bronchitis 

TonsiH  1  -i  s  ... 

p-i  px-xliueoL  . , , 

Epi stasis 
Vaccinia 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Impetigo 


Hi'JfLEI  GREER  HOSPITAL, 


Sonne  Dysentery 

Pneumonia 

Measles 


3 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 
1 
1 
1 

4 
2 


2 

4 

1 
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SWiiES  and  SPECIMENS  submitted  to  the  Puhlic  ■  Health  Laboratory 


Sputa  Swahs  ...  ... 

Cultures  for  Myco-Tuherculosis 
Throat  Swabs  ...  ... 

Nose  Swabs  ...  ... 

Faeces  ...  ... 


6o 

42 

2 

1 

1 


The  great  majority  of  these  sputa  swabs  were 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 


submitted  by  the 


SmUj-POX. 

Cases  of  suspected  Small-pox  rxe  notified  to  the  Small-]pox  Consioltant 
in  cases  of  doubt  who  then  takes  further  charge  of  the  disposal  of  the  case. 
Local  protective  and  preventive  measures  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Health  Department. 


GENER/Hj  HI1.SIIRES. 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  received  by  the 
Health  Department  and  carefully  studied  for  any  features  necessitating 
prompt  action  and  location. 

Yi/hen  desirable,  the  schools  arc  disinfected,  and  terminal  disinfec¬ 
tion  of  jpremises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  carried 
out.  Cancer  and  other  cases  of  long  standing  disease  are  dealt  v/ith  on 
request. 


Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  use.  of  formaldehyde  lamps  and 
disinfection  fluid. 

DISINFECTION  OF  CONTivMINitTED  CLOTHING  liND  BEDDING. 

An  arrangement  exists  ivith  the  Public  Health  Department,  Dudley,  for 
the  disinfection  of  contaminated  clothing  and  bedding  if  the  need  should 
arise, 

VACCINi.TION  i.ND  IMIIUNISATION. 

The  County  Council  does  not  provide  for  a  Vaccination  Centre  in 
Sedgley,  but  arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  Medical  Practitioners  by 
those  i/ho  wish  themselves  or  their  children  vaccinated, 

ImmunisELtion  against  Diphtheria  and  Y/hooping  Cough  and  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination  is  undertaken  in  the  Child  Felfare  and  School  Clinics,  -v/hile 
special  Immunisation  Sessions  in  Schools  provide  for  fn  increase  in  the 
immunity  of  the  child  population.  The  arbiiinistration  of  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Area  Office  at  Brierley  Hill. 

Diphtheria  iuititoxin  is  supplied  by  the  j^rea  Office  in  Brierley 
Hill  to  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  through  the  Sedgley  Public  Health 
Department  to  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  Urban  District,  Vaccination 
Lymph  can  be  obtained  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Stafford. 

With  the  advent  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccine,  and  being  in  good  supply, 
immunisation  sessions  have  been  hold  in  all  the  schools  in  the  area  and  at 
the  Clinics  in  the  co’orso  of  the  year,, 

The  acceptance  response  in  respect  of  school  children  has  been  good 
and  it  is  hoped  that  a  reduebion  in  the  incidence  of  this  crippling  disease 
in  the  country  as  a  whole  will  result;  The  intensive  campaign  that  has 
been  carried  out  against  Poliomyelitis  has  x^erhaps  reacted  against  the  time 
available  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  but  nevertheless  a  satisfactory  level 
has  been  maintained,  nor  has  there  been  any  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
district. 
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A  table  furnished  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  gives  information  which 
points  to  the  undoubted  efficacy  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 


Year 

Deaths 

1948 

156 

1949 

84 

1950 

49 

1951 

33 

1952 

32 

1953 

23 

1954 

9 

1955 

13 

1956 

8 

1957 

6 

Corrected  Notifications 

3,575 

1,890 

962 

664 

376 

266 

176 

155 

53 

37 


Me  have  continued  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  given  by 
the  Central  Council  of  Information  to  place  advertisements  in  the  Local 
Press  in  order  to  stimulate  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  Section  47 . 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  exercise  powers  under  this  Section  of 
the  Act  which  deals  Td.th  the  care  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  incapable  of 
looking  after  themselves. 
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AGE  -  GROUPS  and  LOCALITI  -  DISTRIBUTION  of  Il^INECTIOU■S  DISEASES 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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The  numher  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  was  10  pulmonary 
as  against  9  pulmonary  and  1  non-pulmonctry  in  1957. 
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Deaths  are  in  relation  to  the  total  numher  of  notified  cases  on 
the  register. 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  our  Register  counted'  15A  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  9  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 


YEi^JlLY  FIGURES  FOR  TPE  I^iST  DECADE. 


KETY,  CASES 


YE/JI 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 
1955 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

.1958 


Pulmonary 


I  Non- 
i  pulmonary 


if 


ii 

I ) 


II 


19 

22 

17 

16 
26 

15 

18 

17 

9 

10 
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6 
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5 
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i  Non- 
I  pulmonary 


3 
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GEiqEPuJL  PIBIjIC  HEilLTH. 


TUBERCUI.QSIS,  Mass  Radiography. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  R,  J,Po  men,  the  Director  of  the  Dudley  Mass 
Radiography  Service  for  the  following  inf ormation: - 

"A  Survey  was  carried  out  in  Sedgley  from  13th  Pcbrus-iy  to  13th 
March,  1958  • 

A  total  of  2,070  persons  were  X-rayed  in  the  following  groups 


Group 

Male 

I 

Female 

TCTiiL 

Gibbons  Bros.  Ltd, , 

CO 

c\] 

ky 

113  j 

liul 

Clifford  Uilliams,  Ltd, 

3  ! 

111  ! 

114 

Burton  Road  Hospital 

Patients 

2CC  ^ 

215  i 

415 

n  n 

Staff 

■  19  i 

17  1 

36 

Miscellaneous  firms 

... 

81  i 

5 

86 

Public 

399  -! 

577  i 

976 

Doctors  cases’ 

■  ■ 

2  ' 

i 

2 

Totals 

1,032  1 

1,038  .  ; 

2,C7C 

Of  the  total  of  2,070,  67  persons  Y/ere  recalled  for  large  films 

and  28  for  clinical  examinations  by  the  Medical  Director,  with  the  folloYd.ng 
results 

8  cases  v/ere  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  as  possibly  Active  Tuber¬ 
culosis* 

6  cases  Y/ere  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  as  Inactive  Tuberculosis, 

Other  action  was  taken  on  3  cases  of  Inactive  Tuberculosis, 

3  cases  Yfere  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  as  Non- Tuberculous  abnor¬ 
malities. 

Other  action  was  talcen  on  I6  other  cases  of  Non- Tuberculous  abnor¬ 
malities. 

Rate  of  Active  Tuberculosis  3.9  per  thousand  examined.  " 

If  one  considers  that  by  the  Survey  a  rate  of  3.9  per  thousand  of 
active  tuberculosis  has  been  found  one  could,  converting  this  rate  to  a 
population  of  23,330,  expect  aipproximately  98  cases  of  undetected  tuberculo¬ 
sis  in  the  community.  If  therefore  any  doubts  exist  ^yith  regard  to  the 
value  of  the  service,  the  facts  sj^ealc  for  themselves, 

TUBERCULOSIS.  '  Rehousing, 

The  Coimcil  through  its  Tenancies  Committee  continues  to  give 
priority  to  the  re-housing  of  Tuberculosis  patients  Y/here  considered 
essential  in  the  interest  of  the  patient  and  the  affected  family, 

CLEAN  AIR. 

The  policy  for  Clean  Air  is  a  national  one  in  Y/hich  everyone  has  a 
part  to  play  including  individual  householders  ’Whose  domestic  chimneys 
contribute  some  43f^  of  all  the  smoke  discharged  in  the  count ly. 

During  the  last  fey;  years  considerable  publicity  has  been  given  to 
the  problem  of  cleaning  the  air  yye  breathe.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  smoke 
creates  dirt  and  squalor  and  blackens  and  corrodes  buildings,  it  lias  been 
proved  beyond  doubt  that  it  has  a  deleterious  effect  upon  health. 
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The  only  effective  way  of  ameliorating  the  situation  is  making  of 
Smoke  Control  Orders  under  Section  II  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  195b.  During 
the  two  years  since  the  Act  was  operative  125  Local  Authorities  have  decided 
to  use  their  powers  to  make  such  Orders. 

In  future  Council  Estates,  it  should  remain  a  condition  of  tenancy 
from  the  start  that  only  smokeless  fuels  should  he  humed,  othenvise  they 
will  hum  coal  v\^hen  they  go  in,  only  to  he  prohibited  from  doing  so  later. 

The  task  of  establishing  a  smoke  control  area,  in  an  area  in  which 
coal  hurtling  houses  now  exist,  will  he  a  considerable  one  and  mil  involve 
individual  inspection  of  each  house  to  ascertain  that  the  fireplaces  used 
are  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel  and  if  not  then  advising  the  tenant 
of  the  adaptations  or  replacements  v/hich  will  have  to  he  carried  out  and  as 
to  what  contributory  grants  towards  the  cost  can  he  made. 

FOOD  HIGIENE. 

Now  that  the  first  impact  of  the  Food  Hygiene  PLegulations  has  been 
absorbed  and  accepted  by  shop  owners  and  food  handlers,  the  conditions  nov/ 
prevailing  in  the  shops  in  the  district  can  on  the  whole  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  vigilance  and  frequency  of  inspection  by  your 
Public  Health  Inspector  of  every  shop  and  place  in  which  food  is  handled  or 
purv^eyed  is  still  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  Regulations  are  being  compiled 
with. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  during 
the  year  but  the  occurrence  of  outbreahs  of  food  poisoning  from  time  to  time 
throughout  the  country  draw/s  attention  to  the  necessity  for  the  strictest 
personal  cleanliness  of  all  food  handlers  whether  in  the  prepaxation  of  food 
or  in  the  transport  and  storage  of  same. 

The  provision  of  all  the  modem  facilities,  refrigerators,  hot  water 
units,  tiled  walls,  etc,,  is  of  little  avail  if  the  comraonsense  basic  principles 
of  personal  cleanliness  and  hygiene  v/hether  in  the  shop  or  in  the  home,  are 
not  observed  by  all, 

FLUORIDATION  OF  mTER  AND  THE  x^REVENTION  OF  DENTAL  DECAY. 

I  submit,  extracts  from  the  Fdnistry  of  Health  Reference  Note  No,  9 
on  the  subject. 

"At  least  half  of  the  children  entering  school  at  5  years  of  age 
already  have  5  or  6  defective  teeth. ” 

”It  is  most  import cnt  therefore  that  dental  caries  should  be  reduced 
and  the  most  effective  means  of  achieving  this  is  the  fluoridation  of  wader 
supplied  in  those  areas  where  the  fluoride  is  low.  Fluoride  is  present  in 
small  .amounts  in  most  water  supplies.  " 

"As  regards  medical,  aspects,  thei-e  is  no  scientific  evidence  whatever 
that  fluoride  at  a  level  of  one  i:)ajL‘t  per  million  ha.s  any  deleterious  effect 
on  the  health  of  adults  or  children.  Fluoridation  is  not  medication.  It  is 
a  preventive  mca.sure.  In  one  sense  fluoridation  may  be  compared  w/ith  chlori¬ 
nation,  Chlorine  is  added  to  \Yater  supplies  to  prevent  the  groYfth  of  harmful 
organisiiis.  Fluoride  is  to  be  added  to  prevent  the  decay  of  children’s  teeth 
and  to  prevent  consequent  illhealth  then  ajid  in  later  life,  Tiiere  is  already 
enougli  evidence  of  both  the  value  and  harr.alessness  of  fluoridation  to  justify 
its  controlled  use  in  this  country, " 

"As  regards  the  adverse  effects  on  water,  the  addition  of  one  part  per 
million  of  fluoride  does  not  affect  its  taste,  its  steam  raising  properties, 
its  effect  on  cooking  or  on  cooking  utensils  or  on  pilumbing,  nor  its  hardness 
or  softness. " 

I  have  been  in  touch  with  the  Y/ater  Engineer  and  he  informs  me  that 
the  matter  is  being  investigated  on  a  National  level  and  that  the  Ministry 
is  now  carrying  out  an  exx^erimental  survey  of  the  water  supplies  of  some 
■selected  communities  to  viiich  fluoridation  has  been  introduced. 
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In  vie\7  of  the  evidence  v/hich  has  no\7  hcen  amassed,  particularly 
in  the  United  States,  in  favour  of  fluoridslion  of  water,  I  -^jould  recommend 
that  fluoridation  he  introduced  to  the  Sedglcy  supply  subject  to  the 
Ministry’s  final  report  being  favourable, 

RADIATION  HAZAmB , 

A  Sessional  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Health 
was  held  in  the  ¥ulfrun  Hall,  Wolverhampton,  in  December,  which  I  attended. 

The  meeting  Y\ras  convened  not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  presentation  or 
interpretation  of  an  official  or  central  directive  by  the  Government  on  the 
subject,  but  purely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  basis  for  thought  by  local 
authorities  on  the  subject. 

Today  industry  is  giviag  its  attention  to  the  possibilities  of  making 
use  of  radio-active  substances  and  irradiating  appara.tus.  So,  as  the 
harnessing  of  atomic  or  nucloa-r  power  or  radiation  to  industiy  develops,  it 
folloY7S  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  consideration  v/ill  have  to  be 
given  to  radiation  hazards  a.nd  to  the  need  for  information  as  to  the  control 
of  the  operating  hazard.s  and  as  to  the  disposal  of  radio-active  v/astes. 

No  doubt  a  directive  Circular  T/ill  be  issued  in  duo  course  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  or  other  responsible  central  authority  for  the  guidance 
of  loca.l  authorities. 

It  should  be  the  resx^onsibility  of  a  central  Government  controlled 
body  with  its  highly  trained  staff,  to  issue  to  factories  ajad  industry  such 
kinds  and  amounts  of  radio-active  material  that  it  is  satisfied  may  be  safely 
used,  and  used  only  in  specified  premises, 

A  list  of  issues  should  be  supplied  to  the  Medical  Officei  of  Health 
of  the  district  to  which  the  material  is  sent  and  the  location  of  .the  premises 
using  it.  The  factory  or  institution  should  consult  Y/ith  the  local  authority 
about  the  disposal  of  radio-active  wastes. 


SANHTARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY e 

The  Sedgley  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the  Goldthorn  Park 
area,  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffoid-shire  WatervYorks  Company*  The 
Goldthorn  Park  area  receives  its  supply  from  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R,  A,  Robertson,  B. Sc. ,  M.Inst.C.E,  and  to 
Mr,  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B,Sc«,  M.Inst.C.E.  the  respective  Engine ers-in-Chief 
of  the  undermentioned  undertakings,  for  the  folloY/ing  information, 

(a)  SOUTH  STAEPORDSHITIE  .WATERWORICS  COMiPiW 

(i)  The  Y/ater  supply  to  the  o.rea  has  been  satisfactory  ^both 
in  quality  and  quanti'fcy, 

Sedgley  district  is  supplied  v/ith  water  from  service 
reservoirs  at  Dudley,  the  supply  to  v/hich  can  be  main¬ 
tained  from  four  pumping  stations  in  the  Smestov/  Valley 
and  tv/o  pumping  stations  near  Lichfield. 

(ii)  The  greater  part  of  the  v/ater  'sup)plied  to  Sedgley  comes 
from  two  of  the  Smestov/  Valley  Stations,  Chlorination 
is  practised  at  both  Stations  but  o\.dng  to  practical 
difficulties,  samp)les  of  the  rav/  Y/ater  are  not  obtainable. 

During  1938 ^  38  samples  v/ere  examined  from  Sedgley  Tanks, 

20  from  Sedgley  Reservoir  and  19  from  the  ¥/aterman‘s  house. 

With  the  exception  of  one  sample  from  Sedgley  Reservoir, 

Y/hich  contained  irregular  type  bacteria,  all  the  samples 
Y/ere  free  from  coliform  ba.cteria. 


The  average  chemica-1  results  for  1958  of  the  19  samples 
from  the  Yfetermaii’s  house,  Sedgley,  were:- 


pH  ...  ... 

Alkalinity  (CaCOv) 
Chlorides  (Cl)  ... 
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It 
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tt 
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tt 
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II 
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It 
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II 

It 
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Nil  ■ 
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II 

It 
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tt 

tt 

it 

Free  Cl  . .  • 

•  •  • 
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1? 

II 

1 1 

The  waters  are  not  liable 

to  plumbo-solvency, 

the 

19  samples 

from  the  Waterman’s  house 

boing 

all  free 

from 

any 

detectable 

quantities  of  lead, 

(iv)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations  as 
a  precautionary  measure. 

In  cases  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of  hurst  or 
damaged  mains,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc,,  emergency  chlorina¬ 
tion  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  Cind  staff  are  available 
for  this  work.  New  mains,  etc, ,  are  not  hrouglit  into  use 
until  the  \7ater  has  been  examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

(v)  The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  sup¬ 
plied  and  the  approximate  population; - 


Houses 

Estimated 

Population, 

(a) 

Houses 

supplied  direct 

6 , 648 

24,920 

(b) 

Houses 

taps 

supplied  by  outside 
at  31st  Dec.  1958 

531 

1,518 

Total 

7,179 

2fe,436 

Note;  The  population  for  items 

(a)  is  calcul. 

ated  on  a 

basis  of  3,75  persons  per  house. 

Item  (b)  is  calculated  on  a  basis  of  2,86  persons 
per  house, 

(b)  V^OLVERHA-MPTON  CORPORATION  mTEE  blRERTAKIirG, 

The  v/ater  supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
taking  to  the  Goldthorn  Park  corea  is  derived  from  a  number  of  sources 
of  supply  and  the  relative  properties  depend  on  the  part  of  the 
district  and  varying  circumstimees. 


(i)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity 
and  quality. 


t 
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(ii)  The  follov/ing  is  a  summary  of  the  Bacteriological 
examination  of  \7ater  going  into  distribution. 


Number  of 

samples 

taken 

869 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 


ji 

Presur.iptive  Coli-aerogens  per  ml,  i 


"1" 

0  1 

1 

1-2 

1 

3-10 

Over  10  1 

823  i 

• 

1  1 

33 

5 

8  i 

,t 

t 

94.7  i 

3.8 

0.6  1 

0.9 
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(iii)  The  v^ter  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- solvent 
action, 

(iv)  There  has  been  no  kno\iri  contamination  of  the  v;ater 
supply  subsequent  to  leaving  the  vrorks. 

(v)  The  number  of  dv/ellifig  houses  in  the  Goldthom  Park 
area  supplied  direct  is  937  and  the  population  thereof 
estimated  at  3,280,  '  None  are  supplied  by  standpipe, 

SEl^.'EMGE  AND  SMACai  DISPOSAL.  - 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr,  ¥,M.  Jones,  B.Sc,  (Eng, ), 
A,M,I.C.E,,  for  the  follovELng  report:- 

The  only  construction  of  foul  or  surface  v/ater  sey/ers  undertaken 
during  the  ^/'ear  v/as  at  Green  Lane,  Upper  Gomal,  i/here  uork  ivas  done  to 
obviate  further  flooding  of  houses  and  gardens  in  that  vicinity, 

i 

It  v/as  not  possible  unfortunately  during  1958  to  put  in  hand  the 
foul  sey/erage  scheme  f o  r  CotT^allend  sjid  Catholic  Lane,  but  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  tha.t  early  in  1959  'vvill  see  the  commencement  of  this  scheme  which  yvill 
have  the  effect  of  dispensing  y/ith  numerous  cesspools  to  houses  in-  those  tiyo 

roads  and  also  Moden  Hill,  and  y/ill  also  alloy/  considerable  private  develop¬ 
ment  to  proceed,  '  , 

The  heavy  ro.infall  6f  the  summer  of  1958  caused  some  surcha,nging  of 
storm  sewers,  and  schemes  are  being  prepared  for  dealing  y/ith  these  during 
1959. 

At  Loy/er  Gomal  Sey/age  Disposal  Porks,  a  contract  y/as  commenced  for 
the  construction  of  a-dditional  sludge  drying  beds  and  pumphouse,  designed  to 
improve-  the.. effluent  from  these  Works,  until  the  major  extension  scheme  comes 
into  operation.  It  is  anticipated  that  early  in  1959,  ^  start  yrill  be  pos¬ 
sible  on 'the  major  schemoo 

The  effluent  from  the  Gospel  End  Works  continues  to  deteriorate  as 
more  and  more  development  proceeds  in  the  catchment  area.  The  Council  are 
fully  aware  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  prevailing  ad  these  Works  and 
propose  to  yindertalce  in  the  near  future,  the  improvement  y/orks  so  urgently 
necessary, 

PUBLIC  CONWEMIENCES.  ' 

No  ney/  constinction  y/as  undcrtalaen  dining  the  year.  Practically 
eveiy  public  convenience  in  the  District  suffered  damage  by  hooligans  con¬ 
tinuously  throughout  the  year, 

MiniTCIPii  CE^ffiTEPY  -^dJD  CK5MATCPITO. 

The  lay/n  type  Cemetery  at  Gomal  Wood,  administered  jointly  by 
Sedgley,  Dudley  and  Bricrley  Hill  Councils,  has  continued  to  improve  in 
ap)pearance  as  trees  have  become  better  established  and  the  gra.ss  improved 
in  texture.  The  Superintendent  and  Registrar  by  skilful  planting  of  shrubs 
and  plants,  particularly  roses,  is  to  be  congratulad ed  on  maling  the 
Cemetery  a  place  of  beauty, 

.  The  contract  for  the  Crematorium  y/as  commenced  during  the  year  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  building  y.dll  be  completed  early  in  I96G. 

SANITARY  INSPECTICN. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out  in 
an  efficient  manner.  Details  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Health 
Inspector, 


HOUSING. 


26. 


Houses  completed  during  the  period  1st  Jemuary  to  the  31st  December 
1958,  v/ere:- 


Municipal:- 

Houses 

Flats 

Private  Houses 


16 

58 

229 


During  the  year  Monument  Lane  Estate  v/as  completed  and  82  flats  at 
Jockey  Fields  v/ere  commenced  and  almost  completed  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  private  houses  under  construction  at  the  31st  December 
1958  was  293 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  v;ere  865  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  v;aiting  list. 

The  housing  subsidy  restriction,  apart  from  the  specified  classes, 
has  meant  that  all  new  houses  constructed  during  the  year  were  for  slum 
clearance. 


In  my  opening  remarks  I  have  already  commented  on  the  need  for 
houses  for  general  purposes  and  this'  is  supported  by  the  number  of  applicants 
as  sho\m  on  the  waiting  list  above.  In  the  present  existing  position  as  to 
the  availability  of  houses,  general  nc^d  applicants  are  at  a  disadvantage. 

The  Housing  Committee  have  had  to  rely  solely  for  general  need 
purposes  upon  re-lets  -  rather  a  limited  number  each  year.  This  in  my 
opinion  is  an  unsatisfactory  position.  Consideration  and  thought  might 
therefore  be  given  to  the  feasibility  of- providing  houses  for  general  need 
purposes  at  economic  rents. 

Further  information  as  to  the  housing  situation  is  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector, 

CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Four  official  representations  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year:- 

Kent  Street  No,  3  Clearance  Area  1st  July,  1958, 

Kent  Street  No,  4  Clearance  Area  1st  July,  1958. 

Cx  Street  and  Stone  Street  Clearance  Area  1st  July,  1958 
Pale  Street  Clearance  Area  4th  November,  1958. 

Confirmation  is  still  awaited  in  respect  of  all  the  above. 
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REPORT  OF  TH3  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INS3PECTOR, 


■■  •  HOUSH^G. 

I  show  on  Table  I  our  housing  progress  during  the  year.  This  is 
an  abstract  of  the  relevant  details  from  the  quarterly  returns  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  ’and  Local  Government, 

In  slum  clearance,  a  year  ^is  a  very  short  period  in  which  to  obtain 
an  accurate  picture  of  what  is  taking  place,  I  give  therefore,  in  Tables 
II  and  III,  copies  of  the  tabular  statements  submitted  quarterly  to  the 
Health  Committee,  These  give  the  position  at  the  31st  December,  1958. 

Speaking  generally,  our  slum  clearance  programme  is  proceeding  very 
well,  T/e  have  completed  our  original  five  year  programme  in  Y/ell  under  the 
five  years.  With  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry,  the  programme  has  now  been 
amended  from  266  to  400  houses. 

This  extension  v/ill  not^  hov/ever,  see  the  end  of  our  slum  clearance 
activities,  and  a  second  five  year  programme  is  in  course  of  preparation. 
Indeed,  the  demolition  of  our  older  houses  ^/ill  be  a  continuous  process  and 
vd.ll  be  with  us  for  a  long  timoc-  A  point  to  be  decided  in  the  future  will 
surely  be  how  long  we  expect  our  existing  houses  to  last.  It  is  not  only 
disrepair  and  decay  of  the  structure  which  has  to  be  considered,  but  the 
design  and  the  lack  of  those  amenities  v/hich  other  families  enjoy. 

With  regard  to  the  rehousing  of  general  ap]plicants  on  the  'i/aiting 
list,  we  have  of  necessity  been  somewhat  retarded  during  the  year.  The 
stopping  of  subsidy  for  o.ll  houses,  apart  from  the  specified  classes,  has 
meant  that  all  new  houses  constructed  during  the  year  were  for  sluni  clearance. 
Ordinary  applicants  had  to  be  content  v/ith  the  casuo.l  vacancies  v;hich  arose 
in  our  general  pool  of  -  houses. 

During  the  year,  l62  families  in  all  were  found  accommodation.  This 
figure  includes  slum  clearance,  rehousing  from  the  application  list,  and 
the  transfer  of  families  to  more  suitable  a-ccommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  865  names  on  the  application  list, 
as  follows : - 


Number  of  applications  from  those  in  lodgings  , , .  368 
Number  of  applications  from  tenants  of  houses  ,,,  289 
Number  of  applications  from  outside  the  district  ...  79 
Number  of  o.pplications  for  single  bedroom  fla.ts  ...  92 
Number  of  applicants  approved  but  not  yet  rehoused  .,,  37 


865 


It  is  unfortunate  that  the  great  majority  of  our  applicants  are  so 
loath  to  accept  the  tenancy  of  flats.  The  semi-detached  house  is  what 
everyone  wants,  even  blocks  of  four  houses  are  unpopular.  Yet,  in  our 
existing  houses  the  number  of  uncultivated  gardens  is  very  large  indeed. 

The  question  of  gara.ge  accommodation  is  becoming  a  pressing  one. 

In  a  number  of  cases  it  is  the  main  point  -with  the  applicant,  who  often 
regards  the  housing  of  his  car  a.s  of  more  importance  than  that  of  his  family. 

At  the  present  time,  by  fan  the  greatest  number  of  applicants  are 
families  T/ho  are  already  tenants  of  Council  owned  property.  They  want  some¬ 
thing  better,  something  in  another  locality  to  be  near  mother  or  a\7ay  from 
their  present  neighbourhood,  or  merely  because  they  v/ant  a.  change  or  a  house 
where  they  can  erect  a  garage.  Because  of  this  clamour  for  changes  of 
residence,  certain  houses  are  in  great  demand,  while  others  are  most  diffi¬ 
cult  to  let.  Surely,  the  great  housing  need  of  our  people  has  largely 
been  solved. 
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Improvement  G-rants. 

Since  1955.1  when  ¥/e  approved  our  first  Improvement  Grant,  a  total  of 
64  applications  have  been  received  -  apart  from  a  number  of  enquiries  viiich 
did  not  reach  the  api^lication  stage,  generally  o\ving  to  the  unsuitable  nature 
of  the  premises.  Of  these  64  applications,  30  have  been  approved  for  Grant, 
the  total  of  the  Grants  approved  amounting  to  £4,845. 

Speaking  generally,  the  Grants  have  not  been  taken  advantage  of  to 
the  extent  which  was  hoped,  -It  is  doubted  very  much  whether  the  compara¬ 
tively  few  houses  v/hich  have  been  improved  will  make  any  material  difference 
to  the  overall  prevention  of  decay  in  our  houses. 

All  the  Grants. we  have  so  far  approved  have  been  either  for  ovwier- 
occupiers  or  for  owners  improving  houses  for  relatives.  The  scheme  is  not 
attractive  enough  to  the  owner  \iho  is  dep)ending  on  the  income  from  rented 
property,  and  this  is  the  very  class  of  property  which  is  deteriorating 
rapidly. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  INSPECTION . 

There  are  five  private  slau^terhouses  in  the  district  and  lOC^o  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out.  Table  IV  gives  details  of  the  meat  inspection 
carried  out  at  these  slaughterhouses. 

A  very  good  class  cf  meat  is  produced  at  all  our  slughterhouses 
and  the  comparatively  high  figures  shovm.  in  the  column  "Part  condemned  for 
other  diseases"  as  regards  sheep  is  accounted  for  merely  because  of  the  large 
number  of  livers  which  had  to  be  rejected. 

Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  hygiene  in  food  premises  throughout 
the  year,  and  a  total  of  78  notices  were  served  for  minor  contraventions  of 
the  Regulations. 

School  Icitchens  and  dining  halls  in  the  district  caused  some  discus¬ 
sions  with  the  Education  Authority  Y/hich  resulted  in  a  marked  improvement 
in  certain  premises.  Further  work  is  promised  in  this  connection. 


During  the  year,  38  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted. 
for  analysis.  Of  these  samples,  37  were  placed  in  Grade  I  and  one  in 
Grade  II,  Ice-cream  now  appears  to  have  reached  the  stage  v/hen  it  can  be 
claimed  to  be  practically  safe  from  contamination.  There  are  no  manufac¬ 
turers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  and  all  shops  sell  only  pre-packed 
ice-cream,  supplied  by  large  firmn. 

In  addition  to-  the  above,  25  samples  of  ice-lollies  were  sub^tted 
for  analysis.  Of  these,  tYv^o  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  Coliform 
bacilli  were  present  in  each  case,  and  in  one  of  the  samples  the  colony 
count  reached  a  total  of  680  per  c.  c. 

During  the  year,  the  folloiving  samples  wore  taken  by  the  County 
Inspector  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Milk: 


Milk  Pasteurised  13 
Milk  Sterilised  20 
Milk  T.T.  7 
Milk  T.,T.  Pasteurised  12 
Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 

Channel  Island  8 


60  All  Genuine, 
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General  Foods. 


Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 


samples  taken  63 
samples  genuine  55 
sEimples  adulterated  8 


Adulterated  samples ,  Action  Taken , 

Vinegar,  Informal,  deficient  of  acetic  acid.  ^ 

Cautioned, 


Milk  Loai*.  _  Not  more  tha^n  half  the  water  used  in  the 

preparation  is  derived  from  added  milk. 
Word  "Milk”  not  to  be  used  in  futirre  to 
describe  loaf. 


Non-b  reined 
Condiment. 


) 


3Q<3  deficient  of  acetic  acid,  \ 


Casserole  Steak, 


Conta-ined  meat  and  should  contain  75/^* 
Sold  to  importers  on  basis  of  6^  meat . 


Pork  Luncheon 
Meat, 

Syrup  Lime  Spread. 


Barley  Sugar, 


Conta.ined  68^j  meat  and  should  contain  75%. 
Cautioned. 

Contained  liquid  glucose  and  cannot  be 
properly  described  as  glucose. 

Firm  gone  out  of  business. 

Do  not  contain  glucose  as  declared, 

Lables  to  be  amended. 


Extract  of  Cod  Deficient  in  Vitamin  A  content. 

Liver  Oil  and  Matter  under  investigation. 

Malt  Flavouring. 

In  addition,  47  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
exEimination,  All  proved  satisfactory, 

I  give  below  a  list  of  the  vc-rious  foodstuffs  condemned  in  shops 
by  this  department  during  the  year. 


Tins  of  Fruit  ... 

Tins  of  Tomatoes  . . , 

Tins  of  Moat 
Tins  of  Milk  ... 

Tins  of  Fish 
Tins  of  Peas 
Tins  of  Milk  Pudding 
Tins  of  Soup  ... 

Jc-rs  of  Fish  Paste 
Jars  of  Pickled  Onions 

Cheese  Waste  , , . 

Fish 

Minced  Meat  . , . 


322 

144 

40 

11 

9 

8 

5 

3  ' 

2 

1 

2^  stone 
2^  stone 
2  Stone  2  Lbs, 
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PUBLIC  CLEMSING. 

No  nrunicipal  dustbin  scheme  is  operated  in  this  district,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  bins  still  being  a  matter  for  the  individual  owier  or  occupier. 

No  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  replacement  of  defective  bins, 
however,  and  it  is  comparatively  rare  that  v/e  have  to  resort  to  supplying 
bins  in  default.  Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  the  use  of  a  standard 
bin  (2^  cu,  ft,  B.S.S.  pattern),  but  this  is  far  from  being  100  per  cent 
successful.  Nevertheless,  T/e  have  very  little  trouble  from  odd  shapes  and 
sizes  of  bins. 

Refuse  is  collected  by  means  of  S.  &  D.  freighters,  three  of  which 
ajre  employed  full  time  on  refuse  removal,  and  a  fourth  for  two  days  a  week. 
This  latter  vehicle  will  be  able  to  extend  its  round  as  the  district  e:jqpands. 
One  cause  for  some  slight  anxiety  is  that  this  fourth  vehicle,  Y/hich  was 
originally  a  spare  vehicle,  is  now  utilised  full  time  on  refuse  removal, 
salvage  collection  and  other  miscellaneous  work.  lie  have,  therefore,  no 
spare  vehicle,  and  a  breadcdown  of  any  length  of  time  could  have  a  serious 
effect  on  the  running  of  the  department.  The  question  of  an  additional 
vehicle  is  becoming  rather  pressing. 

All  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  a  regular  collection  al  a  Imoivn  time 
is  ma,.de  at  al.1  premises.  This  is  very  helpful  to  the  residents  who  know 
Y/hen  to  expect  collection  and  can  hcivc  the  bin  available,  especially  in  those 
cases  Y/here  access  is  normally  not  possible  or  difficult. 

On  Banlc  Holidays  no  collections  are  made,  and  the  streets  affected 
are  left  until  the  following  Y/eek  Ydien  all  refuse  is  cleared  at  the  normal 
times. 


This  system  has  now  been  in  operation  for  several  years  and  has  been 
accomplished  mainly  by  the  efforts  of  the  workmen,  encouraged  by  Cu  Bin  Bonus 
Scheme  Ydiich  gives  them  an  incentive  to  wrork  to  this  regular  time  table. 

Most  of  our  men  have  been  Tlth  us  for  a  good  number  of  years  and  we  have  very 
feY/  changes  in  personnel. 

The  Bonus  Scheme  has  also  enabled  us  to  work.  Y/ith  a  reduced  staff, 

CXir  official  establishment,  for  all  operations  in  the  department,  is  25  men, 
but  at  no  time  during  the  year  had  w/e  more  than  23  men  employed,  With 
these  men  \Ye  carried  on  successfully  in  spite  of  holidays  and  a.bsences 
through  sickness. 


There  Y/as  very  little  absence  from  sickness  during  the  year,  the 
average  being  a  little  over  2  weeks  per  man  per  annum. 

In  Table  V.  is  shoiwi  the  absences  month  by  month  throughout  the  year. 
This  shoY/s  that  the  operations  of  the  department  were  actually  carried  out 
by  a  staff  equivalent  to  21  men. 

Refuse  disposal  was  carried  out  at  our  tip  in  Hollow/ay  Street  during 
the  year.  Disposal  is  controlled  by  means  of  a  Weather- ill  mechanical  shovel. 
T\70  men  are  employed  on  the  tip,  one  driving  the  machine  and  the  other 
reclaiming  salvage  and  assisting  generaD.ly,  No  complaints  regarding  our 
operations  \iQrQ  received  during  the  year,  and  there  w^ere  no  infestations  of 
any  kind  on  the  site. 

Salvage  is  collected  separately  from  shops  and  business  premises,  although 
a  little  is  brought  in  by  the  refuse  collectors.  Like  most  districts  wo 
were  restricted  as  to  the  amount  of  paper  we  could  dispose  of,  and  toi/ards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  market  for  tins  began  to  fall. 

The  amounts  received  during  the  year  from  the  sale  of  salvageable 
materials  v/as  as  follow/s; 

Y/aste  paper 

Tins  . , . 

Scrap  Metal 

Rags 


£663 

126 

47 


£844 
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CLEATI  AIR  ACT. 

This  Act  inyolved  the  Department  in  considerahle  work  during  the 
year.  Fortunately,  there  is  very  little  industry  in  the  district,  but 
there  were  two  major  problems  of  long  standing,  both  from  nationalised 
■undent  aking  s . 

’ 

During  ‘the  year  the  National  Goal  Board  electrified  their  equipment 
and  one  source  of  smoke  disappea.red  immediately.  The  Hospital  Board  has 
been  much  slower  to  remedy  the  smoke  from  their  boiler  plant.  Nevertheless, 
one  boiler  Y/as  fitted  -vvith  a  mechanical  §toker  with  a  consequent  reduction 

in  the  smoke  emitted.  The  remainder  of  the  plant  is  scheduled  for  a  com¬ 
plete  reconstruction. 

Our  first  Smoke  Control  Area  Y'/as  declared  during  the  year  consisting 
of  512  houses  on  an  area  of  60.44  acres.  Of  these  houses  182  were  privately 
owned  and  the  remainder  were  local  authority  houses,  both  post-Y'/ar  and 
pre-Y/ar. 

The  particular  area,  although  on  the  leev/ard  side  of  our  district, 

Yvas  chosen  because 

(1)  it  contained  our  largest  i:)ost-Y7ajr  Council  estate  where 

suitable  applionces  ha.d  been  fitted; 

(2)  it  was  the  most  built  up  pau-t  of  our  district  apart  from 

the  redevelopment  areas; 

(3)  it  contained  a  good  cross-section  of  housing  development  - 

pre-war  Cotincil  houses,  post-war  Council  houses  and  private 

houses; 

(4)  it  contained  ho  old  houses  Y'iiich  Yvould  have  been  'uneconomic 

to  adapt,  or  Y/o-uld  have  meant  their  exclusion; 

(5)  it  contained  no  industrial  premises. 


CAfiAVMS. 

The  problem  Y/ith  cana.vans  is  not  a  serious  one  in  this  district. 
There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites,  although  there  are  a  few  odd  caravans 
in  -unobtrusive  spots. 

¥e  occasionally  have  visits  from  the  nomadic  type  of  caravan  dv/eller 
and  this  generally  gives  rise  to  complaints  from  local  residents.  There  - 
appears  to  me  to  be  only  one  solYition  to  this  problem  -  that  of  x^i^oviding 
sites  for  these  peo^Dle,  No  one,  hoY'/ever,  is  prepared  to  face  u|)  to  it. 


KENT  ACT. 

The  latest  Rent  Act  axqDears  to  be  folloY/ing  the  course  of  previous 
Rent  Acts,  After  a  little  initial  activity,  it  quickly  becomes  another 
piece  of  forgotten  legislation. 

In  January,  9  Certificates  of  Disrepauir  were  issued,  one  Yias  issued 
in  February  and  three  in  March,  In  April  5  were  cancelled.  Since  then, 
no  action  Y'/hatever  has  been  called  for. 
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AJ^MAL  Am  INSECT  PESTS. 

On  the  v/hole,  the  year  has  been  a  very  qixiet  one.  The  sewers 
and  seY^’age  disposal  works  v/ere  treated  for  rats.  All  farms  in  the  district 
were  visited  and  inspected  for  signs  of  rodent  infestation.  During  our 
normal  work,  especially  in  food  premises,  signs  of  rats  ane  alY/ays  sought. 

No  major  infestations  v/ere  discovered,  but  steady  treatment  of  premises 
where  any  rats  were  suspected  was  carried  out. 

As  far  as  insect  pests  are  concerned  there  is  actually  less  to 
report.  Only  occasionally  has  any  action  been  necessary,  and  in  every 
case  the  matter  was  of  a  minor  nature. 


STAFF. 


Throughout  most  of  the  year  our  establishment  of  Three  inspectors 
was  reduced  to  two  through  Mr,  Kirk  obtaining  another  appointment  and  his 
place  not  being  filled.  This  had  a  very  serious  effect  on  the  v/ork  of 
the  department  and  my  best  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  staff  v/ho 
carried  on  so  \7ell  under  difficult  conditions. 


33 


TABLE  I. 


HOUSING 

ACTION. 

A. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948, 


Part  I  of  the  Act 


1. 


Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors. ) 


1 
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1  Occupiers 
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i  J 
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1  • 

2,  Cases  in  wiiich  defects  v/ere 
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defects  were  found  | 
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pros ecu- 

1  1 

.  f 

i 

: 

1 

< 

Found  1 

!  died 

_ 

To 

H.M, 
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’  By  ! 

^  H.M.  i 

1 

. Inspec-  1 

t 

tor  i 

tions  were 
instituted. 

1 

j  V7ant  of  cleanliness  , ,  . . «  i 

,  i 

3 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  . . , 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 


S ani t ary  C  onveni enc  c s : - 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 


1 

2 


1 

2 


Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork)  ...  ... 


Total 


40 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OimiOPK 


I 

> 

1 

1 

Section  110 

f 

1 

i 

1 

Number  of 

1 

Number  of 

!  NATURE  OP  YfORK 

1  Number  of 

cases  of  default 

prosecutions 

:  out-Y/orkers 

in  sending 

for  failure 

i 

) 

lists  to  the 

to  supply 

i 

1 

Council 

list. 

Y/earing  Apparel  (Making  etc,  ) 

1 

i 

i  71 

1 

f 

mm 

1 

: 

Carding  etc,  of  buttons,  etc. 

6 

1 

' 

i 

! 

i 

Total  . 

- - - - - - - 

T  ■  T  “  " 

1 

1 

i  77  i 

i  1 

i 

i 

f 

1 

L.  J.  ROBERTSON. 


Chief  Puhlic  Health  Inspector. 


November,  1959 
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